[Can the survival of patients with recurrent disease after curative resection of colorectal cancer be prolonged by the administration of cimetidine?].
Administration of cimetidine after curative surgery can improve prognosis of patients with colorectal cancer. In this study, we analyzed whether cimetidine can influence the survival of patients with a recurrent disease after colorectal surgery. The subjects were 29 patients with recurrent disease: 14 patients were administered with cimetidine and 15 patients were not. In the cimetidine administered group, seven cases were recurrent in the liver, 5 cases in a local site and 1 case in the lymph node, whereas 7 cases were recurrent in the liver, 4 cases in a local site and 3 cases in the lung for the non-cimetidine administered group. There were no significant differences for both groups in terms of patient's survival after recurrence. Although it was not significant, the patient's survival after curative resection of recurrent disease for the cimetidine administered group was better than the non cimetidine administered group. Although the results did not show cimetidine could influence the overall survival of the patients after recurrence, it might be possible to improve the survival of the patients after resection of the recurrent disease.